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The intent of this correspondence is to provide updated guidance for private child caring agencies when a youth or direct care staff has tested positive for COVID-19 or has been exposed.  All guidance included in this CCT will remain in effect until further update.  

Visitation between parents and their children is critical to ensure bonding, develop or maintain healthy relationships, and has been proven to positively correlate with timely reunification.  It is imperative that face-to-face visits continue for as long as this can occur safely.  Visitation should be occurring face-to-face unless a health risk has been determined after consultation with the DCBS worker.  
Family time/visits are encouraged to be scheduled outdoor whenever possible.  CDC Disinfection Guidance may be followed after family time/visits.  Items in visitation rooms that cannot be disinfected before and after visits following these guidelines should be removed from these spaces.  Additionally, staff should be utilizing the COVID-19 Screening Tool 5-2020 provided prior to every visit.  Checklist for Visitation-Family Time During COVID-19 Pandemic is a resource that may also continue to be utilized.  Visits should be rescheduled if any parties to the visit are ill or have recently been exposed to someone diagnosed with COVID-19.  
If a resident or staff tests positive for COVID-19 and has symptoms they should isolate for 10 days from the date symptoms begin.  If a resident or staff tests positive for COVID-19 and have no symptoms they should isolate for 10 days from the date their tests were done.  Anyone who has been in close contact with someone diagnosed with COVID-19 must also quarantine for 10 days from their last exposure.  If a resident or staff member has not been in close contact with a COVID-19 positive resident or staff member, for instance because their interactions are maintained to a different cottage, there would be no need for them to quarantine.  Quarantine may be shortened to 7 days if there are no symptoms and test negative for COVID-19 on day 5 or later.  If you are fully vaccinated you may not need to quarantine but are recommended to be tested 3-5 days after exposure.  It will be necessary for family time/visitation to move to videoconferencing if a resident is required to isolate or quarantine.  Upon face-to-face contact with family members, providers should continue to follow all guidelines issued regarding facial coverings, social distancing, health checks, temperature checks, handwashing and disinfection, etc., including all information found at: 

· https://governor.ky.gov/covid19
· https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/index.html
· https://kycovid19.ky.gov/
· https://chfs.ky.gov/agencies/dms/Documents/ProviderFAQs.pdf 

All previous guidance regarding face-to-face service provision, telehealth, foster parent training, vaccinations, and background checks remains in effect and can be found here.
If you have additional questions, please contact Holly Davis at hollyc.davis@ky.gov or Sherry Postlewaite at Sherry.Postlewaite@ky.gov.

Please forward this communication to relevant agency staff.
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